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A guide to the very best local 
wedding professionals!
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Why do we give you
Crystal Toasting Glasses...

For your pair of complimentary 
Crystal Toasting Glasses and your
Deluxe Hotel Accommodations

...and Deluxe Hotel Accommodations?
So we can tell you how over two million people just like you

have begun their new life together enjoying Celebrity’s lifetime benefits.

CALL:
(913) 492-6380
(800) 729-6346
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Be The Star of Your Wedding

Topeka Performing Arts Center
214 SE 8th Ave, Topeka, KS 66603
Blair Adams - 785-234-2787 x 102
badams@topekaperformingarts.org

Come to the TPAC booth and lock 
in a special discounted rate!

Come to the TPAC booth and lock 
in a special discounted rate!

Customized reception, 
ceremony or both!
Customized reception, 
ceremony or both!

A Word from  
94.5 Country…

Welcome to the 48th edition of the 
94.5 Country Bridal Fair®! We are 
excited to welcome you to another 
year of the best of the best when  
it comes to weddings. Whether you are a 
first-time bride, a mother of the bride (or 
future mother-in-law!), a groom, or just 
along for the fun and the cake, we can’t wait 
for you to experience our show!

We have multiple rooms of vendors, and we 
don’t want you to miss a thing. Refer to your 
map (pg. 10) to make sure you make it to 
each and every vendor! Our vendors provide 
a wide variety of services – from iconic 
imagery, to visionary venues, to scrumptious 
sweets, you will find everything you need for 
what will be one of your most memorable 
moments in life. 

Our Bridal Fair® runway show gives you a 
chance to rest your feet and have fun as you 
see a collection of beautiful apparel, jewelry, 
floral arrangements, and hairstyles to use on 
your big day. Saturday at 12:00 & 3:00 and 
Sunday at 1:00, head to the Atrium for the 
show that we look forward to showing you 
each year.

Enjoy your time at the 2019 Bridal Fair®!  
Be sure to “Like” our  
Facebook page (94.5 Country Bridal Fair) 
and use the hashtag #94bridalfair while you 
are on social media! 

We’ll see you in 2020!
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Lawrence
1516 W. 23rd St. · 785-842-4100

Topeka
5330 Southwest 21st Street

785-783-7071

GoHogWild.com

Weddings made
EASY with

Hog Wild Catering.

No W�ries. We got this.

Kansas Historical Society offers a unique venue for your wedding  
and reception in our beautiful setting.
      • 80-acre complex is a stunning backdrop for wedding photos  

• Indoor and outdoor facilities available  
• Free admission to Kansas Museum of History for your guests   

6425 SW 6th Avenue • Topeka KS 66615 • 785-272-8681, ext. 170

Historical Society

A perfect venue for your
historic event

Website: www.kshs.orgEmail: kshs.rentals@ks.gov • 
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www.94Country.com

REGISTER TO WIN PRIZES 
AT THE 

94.5 COUNTRY BOOTH The 48th Annual Bridal Fair® Wedding Guide is an in-house publication of Alpha Media Topeka.
94.5 Country Bridal Fair® • PO Box 1818 • Topeka, KS 66601 • 785.272.3456

Visit our website for more details 94COUNTRY.COM
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RUNWAY SHOW TIMES
SATURDAY: 12:00PM • 3:00PM  |  SUNDAY: 1:00PM
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Sta n d a r d  C e r e m o n y  O r d e r
No matter if you have a traditional church wedding or a non-religious, non-traditional event, 
you will almost certainly still have a wedding ceremony. There is normally a standard order 
and certain parts to include. This general outline can be used as a guideline for your wedding. 
Any of these pieces can be taken out, or other pieces can be added as well. If you don’t like 
the order provided, change it! It’s your wedding and this is just to start the idea generation. 

* normal places in which a song is included. 

1. *Prelude
2. *Seating of Parents &   

Grandparents
3. *Processional
4. Opening Words
5. Giving in Marriage (Normally by 

parents)
6. Opening Prayer / Reading
7. Message (Officiant usually 

welcomes congregation, gives 
words about the couple, and gives 
advice or insight).

8. *Second Reading or Song
9. Exchange of Vows
10. Exchange of Rings
11. *Unity Ceremony(Most common 

ceremonies include  
unity candle, unity sand, or unity 
water). 

12. Closing
13. Declaration of Marriage
14. Introduction of the Couple
15. *Recessional

15500 W. 113th St.
 Lenexa, Ks 66219

913.317.8981

•Girls Nights
•Bridal Showers
•Bachelorette Parties 
•Events
 

 Create custom signs or projects 
that put that special touch on your big day!

2705 NW Topeka Blvd | TheFirehouseTopeka.com | 785-845-2715



14 | 94.5 COUNTRY BRIDAL FAIR® 2019 | bridalfair.94country.com bridalfair.94country.com | 94.5 COUNTRY BRIDAL FAIR® 2019 | 15

shopcelebrationsoftheheart.com

Manhattan Kansas
785.587.1830

Say Yes to Your Dream Dress

The

Rentals

VALUE

WEDDINGS

JUNCTION CITY   MANHATTAN   GREAT BEND   
EMPORIA   SALINA   DODGE CITY   WAMEGO

WATERSRENTAL.COM /WATERSTRUEVALUE

PARTIES   EVENTS

of a Perfect Day...
Dogwood Canyon

Nature Park

417-348-3320

Call our onsite co�dinat� today 
and learn how our all-inclusive 

venue can 	t your needs

The beautiful Dogwood Canyon
Nature Park o�ers the perfect se�ing

f� your special event.

Create lasting memories
with our fun and interactive

photo experience. 
We can customize options

for any event.  

Add a special touch to your special day with
 Sky’s the Limit Mirror Me Photo Booth. 

BOOK TODAY
Visit our website at‟www.skysthelimitmobilegaming.com‟or 

call 785-260-2476 for‟more information.

Come visit us at Booth G12

Contact us to book your next  
Catering or Food Truck Event!

madgreekfoods@gmail.com
785-843-2441

www.themadgreeklawrence.com
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that might dictate how many people you can 
invite. Be aware of your tentative headcount 
when selecting a venue for your ceremony 
and reception. 

Your date might also dictate your venue. 
It’s important to have either a flexible list of 
dates or a short list of venues (or both!) to 
ensure you aren’t disappointed when your 
favorite venue isn’t available on your date. 

Find What Matters Most
Some couples believe that amazing food 
makes a wedding reception and cannot be 
overlooked. Others need to be surrounded 
by lush floral and outstanding decorations to 

have the perfect wedding. Think about what 
elements of a wedding you and your partner 
truly care about, and which things you can 
easily do without. Focus your planning en-
ergy on things that matter to you as a couple. 

 Maybe your future spouse cares a lot more 
about one aspect of the wedding than you 
do. Let him or her take charge of that part so 
you can focus on other things. If neither of 
you cares about certain elements, don’t waste 
time, energy or resources worrying about 
them. Modern weddings have very few set 
rules; don’t feel tied to certain traditions if 
those elements don’t fit who you are as a 
couple. 

Congratulations on 
your upcoming wedding! As a newly 

engaged person, you and your partner 
are committing to your love and formally 

joining together. But you’re also planning 
one of the most important days of your 

lives.  It can be overwhelming, but here are 
four tips for getting started.

Where to Start?
We’ll be honest: wedding planning is excit-
ing and daunting. The good news is that 
once you get a few logistics figured out, the 
rest will start falling into place. 

We suggest setting a budget first. It’s not a 
particularly enticing part of planning a wed-
ding, but cost can quickly get out of hand if 
you don’t have a set budget. It is important 
to be on the same page as your partner and 
your family about wedding cost, family 
contributions, and expectations. An average 
wedding in Kansas costs around $12,000, 
and can be upwards of $30,000 or more 
depending on how many guests you hope to 
invite. Next, discuss an initial guest list with 
your partner. If any parents are helping with 
costs, be sure to consult them for key invi-
tees so you can get a tentative headcount. 
Having a general idea of how big your wed-
ding will be will help you identify the best 
venue size. Once you know if you’re having 
a 40-person guest list or a 400-person guest 
list, you can narrow down locations.

If you have always dreamed of having your 
wedding or reception in a particular place, 

Top 4 

for  Wedd i ng  Pla n n i ng  Success
TIPS

Kansas Weddings Magazine shares its favorite bits of advice for newly engaged couples.
By Kelly Gibson

Don’t Forget to Breathe
Inevitably, wedding planning stress will 
creep in. Drink lots of water, get enough 
rest, be active and eat a balanced diet. By 
taking care of yourself, you will better 
handle any stress that comes with plan-
ning a wedding and living your life. 
Sometimes it saves time, money and 
energy to hire a professional. Don’t un-
derestimate the value of a wedding plan-
ner or day-of coordinator to facilitate 
the many moving parts of a wedding. 
Wedding planning professionals are 
dedicated to implementing every part of 
your wedding vision. They help you stay 
on track with your timeline and budget. 
They work with vendors and hammer out 
any problems that might arise. Plus, they 
have wedding-industry connections that 
can help make your day even better than 
you imagined. All while you enjoy every 
moment of your engagement.

If you are a DIY couple, use your net-
work of friends and family to help with 
wedding details. Identifying key people 
with special skills can be a huge help 
when wedding planning, and those 
people’s talents will make your day par-
ticularly unique. Don’t be afraid to call 
in favors! 

Savor the Moment
Remember that a wedding is for you 
and your spouse. Be sure your ceremony 
and reception reflect who you are as a 
couple. If you are unique, be sure to add 
your own creative flair. If you love fam-
ily traditions, then include those in your 
day. But above all, be true to yourself. 
Many people will have a lot of opinions 
about what they believe your wedding 
should be. Advice is helpful, but don’t 
feel obliged to take it. At the end of your 
wedding, you need to make sure that you 
and your spouse can look back on the day 
and love every second. Months of plan-
ning dissolve into a few short hours on 
one day. Try to take in every moment you 
can. Be intentional and create memories. 
Happy planning!
---
Kelly Gibson is the editor of Kansas Wed-
dings Magazine, an annual print publica-
tion and online wedding blog dedicated to 
spotlighting the beauty of Kansas-inspired 
weddings.
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Weisner's Bridal Boutique
Manhattan, KS

S h o p  D r e s s e s  a t :  
weisnersbridalboutique.com

B r i d a l  •  P r o m  •  T u x e s

(submitted by Travel Leaders Topeka- Jade Travel)

KANSAS
RENTAL
WEDDING & PARTY

SUPPLY RENTAL

5966 SW 29TH STREET
TOPEKA, KS 66614

785-272-1232

KANSAS-RENTAL.COM
KSPARTYRENTAL.COM

Tables, chairs, tents, décor, in�atables, 
homeowner contracting equipment
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Why Use A Travel Advisor

Travel Experts -  Travel advisors are ex-
tremely knowledgeable because they are 
travel experts. In addition to being well in-
formed about destinations around the globe 
and having visited many themselves, advisors 
can offer travel tips to help you along the 
way, whether revealing airport hacks or the 
best off-the-beaten-path restaurants in your 
destination.

Exclusive Access – Travel advisors have ac-
cess to lower pricing as well as special perks 
and benefits that can save you money while 
at the same time enhancing the quality of 
your trip. If you want VIP treatment on your 
next trip, talk to an advisor. 

Personalized Experiences – Travel advisors 
can craft your ideal itinerary and personalize 
your experience by putting their knowledge, 
contacts and own experiences to work. 
They'll know what you can expect ahead of 
time and can make special requests on your 
behalf.

Accessible - Travel advisors are real people 
so you can travel confidently knowing you 
won't be relying on a hard-to-reach customer 
service center or an irritating automated 
sequence in the event that you have questions 
or need assistance.

Read the Fine Print - A lot of online travel 
deals can appear too good to be true and 
many are. Working with a travel advisor en-
sures that you won't be the victim of a scam 
or deceived in any way.

Passionate - An often overlooked trait, a 
good advisor is passionate about travel and 

There are many benefits to using a travel 
advisor, from saving time and money 
to unlocking special perks and benefits. 
Today, travel advisors are more popular 
than ever and playing a key role in the 
continued growth of the travel and tour-
ism industry. If you're still on the fence, 
consider some of these reasons before 
going at it alone.

Convenience - Travel advisors take care of 
every aspect of your trip, from your flights 
and hotel to ground transportation and 
excursions. Therefore, clients can be or-
ganized without having to stress over the 
planning process.

More for your Money -  Don't think that 
using a travel advisor will cost you more 
than if you booked your trip yourself. This 
is a common misconception. As mentioned, 
advisors have access to the best deals and 
the expertise to get you more for your 
money.

Save time and Stress -  Your travel advisor 
does the work for you, saving you invaluable 
time along with the headaches of scouring 
the internet for travel deals. Plus, you're 
more likely to look forward to your trip 
when you haven't been left disenchanted 
with the planning process.

There from Start to Finish -  Using a travel 
advisor provides you with unparalleled 
peace of mind as advisors are available to 
assist clients before, during and after their 
trip. In the event that something does go 
wrong, your advisor will be an invaluable 
resource. They'll also welcome any feedback 
you may have after when you return.

is able to inspire you to visit destinations 
you've never heard of or simply get you more 
excited about your next trip.

Connected - Travel advisors are globally 
connected and clients can take advantage of 
those connections in the form of exclusive 
deals, experiences and service in and around 
their destination.

Why Choose a Travel Advisor?
Travel advisors are passionate about travel 
and want you to have the best experience.

Travel advisors travel to hundreds of resorts 
and many locations to provide you the best 
advice for your personalized experience.

Travel advisors are available to answer ques-
tions or provide support during those un-
foreseen situations.

There are no fees for services.
Provided by Blissful Honeymoons & Destination Weddings 

 

Group Vacations 
Honeymoons Destination Weddings

 
Romantic Getaways

Creating customized travel experiences at competitive pricing 
while offering you professional travel expertise and support.

 
913.461.1026

Mike Karstens Curtis Rapue
913.530.4262

Your Travel Advisors

Facebook @ BlissfulBoys
blissfulhoneymoons.com/blissfulboys

Mike@blissfulhoneymoons.com
Curtis@blissfulhoneymoons.com
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785-431-4726  |  capitolplazatopeka.com  

CAPITOL PLAZA TOPEKA 

Weddings 

12-Room Country Inn 

Party Barn, Chapel & Wedding Garden 

Horseback Riding & Hiking 

Spa & Hot Tub 

3325 Circle S Lane 

Lawrence, KS 

Events @CircleSRanch.com 

785.843.4124 

CircleSRanch.com 

  & Country Inn

WEDDING SPECIAL 

TODAY ONLY!
Come by the booth today and ask about 

our Bridal Show Specials!!!

2771 Centennial Rd, 

Salina, KS 67401

(785) 825-VINO

www.kansaswine.com 

www.facebook.com/smokyhillwinery

 

The Woodshed 

Topeka’s newest venue is now open! Formerly 
home to Moose Lodge 555, The Woodshed has 
been restored with a fun blend of classic, retro, and 
rustic décor! With a bar & lounge, ballroom, 
caterer’s kitchen, full stage, and 1,800 square foot 
dance floor, The Woodshed is the perfect spot to 
celebrate your big day! 

Ask us about: 
Weddings • Rehearsal Dinners • Bridal Showers 

Bachelor/Bachelorette Parties 

Some 2019 dates are still available! 

Contact Event Manager Alex Laughlin at  
785.213.3561 or info@thewoodshedtopeka.com 

www.thewoodshedtopeka.com 

(785) 633-7335   |   nfo@wbwed.com

2441 E 141st Street, Carbondale, KS

willowsbendwedding.com

www.mycolorstreet.com/cgolightley
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Share your wedding with
us in the next issue of 

Kansas Weddings 
Magazine. 

Visit us online to 
learn more!

kansasweddingsmagazine.com

Share your wedding with
us in the next issue of 

Kansas Weddings 
Magazine. 

Visit us online to 
learn more!

kansasw
eddings

magazine.
com

2019

Blooms of Love 
Romantic bouquets & 

vintage details fit for your 

Kansas celebration 

kansasw
eddings

magazine.
com

Follow us on
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Specializing in Every 
Bridal Occasion Imaginable

Wedding Receptions
Engagement Parties
Rehearsal Dinners

Bridal Luncheons & Showers
Cocktail Socials

Farewell Brunches
Golf-themed Bachelor Outings

2700 SW Buchanan | Topeka, KS 66611 | (785) 354-8561

K
OP E

T
A C.C.

EST. 1905

The Topeka 
Country Club

www.topekacc.org

 

Showtime Photo Booth LLC 

Text or Call: 785-408-3979 

showtphoto@gmail.com 

 

Our Photo Booth features:  

 4 setup options 

 Unlimited prints 

 USB and Scrapbook to capture and keep 
your treasured memories 

 

Book your special date for a reduced 
deposit during this event only!  

Serving Northeast Kansas
for over 30 years!

Contact Us Today 
785-266-5273

WE PLAN IT YOUR WAY! 

DRESSED APPROPRIATELY
FOR YOUR CELEBRATION

INSURED FOR YOUR PROTECTION

HUSBAND &
WIFE TEAM

info@solidrocksoundmachine.com
facebook.com/SolidRockSoundMachine

www.SolidRockSoundMachine.com
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WEDDING AND PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER
www.mollyharmonphotography.com   |   mollyharmonphoto@gmail.com   |   785-574-1001

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
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Words of Advice 
from a Professional Caterer

Planning your wedding reception can seem 
overwhelming and complicated. Between the 
food, the drinks, the cake, and everything 
else, it can be hard to know where to begin. 
Choosing a good caterer and leveraging their 
expertise can alleviate stress and allow you to 
fully enjoy your reception. Below are four tips 
from a professional caterer to help you as you 
plan your celebration.

Set a budget, and stick to it. When setting 
your budget, it’s important to set your budget 
per person – not just an overall food and 
drink budget. Professional caterers generally 
determine cost by the number of guests. No 
idea what your budget looks like? Ask your 
caterer! They are there to help you.

Ask questions – and listen for no. Don’t be 
afraid to ask your caterer questions. Some 
important questions to discuss could include 
deposit expectations, timelines, deadline 
to submit final head counts, and potential 
discounts. If you’re having a large wedding, 
make sure to verify that the caterer has 
experience handling large catering events. 
And don’t hesitate to ask a potential caterer 
for references.

If a caterer says no to something – that’s often 
a good sign. It means that they truly care about 
delivering what they have promised, and aren’t 
willing to sacrifice your day or their standards 
by setting unrealistic expectations.

Don’t be afraid to ditch tradition. Now more 
than ever, many married couples are opting 
to ditch a formal, sit-down meal in favor of 
something more personal. If you and your 
fiancé never miss a Taco Tuesday – why not 
have a taco bar? Or better yet – a taco truck. 
Do you need a full meal, or could a cocktail 

reception be sufficient? If a five-tier wedding 
cake isn’t in the budget, don’t be afraid to 
offer guests cupcakes, donuts, or even a candy 
buffet. It’s your wedding, you make the rules. 

Don’t sweat the details. Planning a wedding 
is hard enough without worrying about the 
minutiae of your food and beverage service. 
If you choose an experienced caterer, you 
won’t need to worry about the small stuff. An 
experienced caterer will tell you that spaghetti 
and meatballs might be a little messy for a 
formal wedding reception, remind you that 
it doesn’t really matter if your napkins are 
white or eggshell, and will help keep you in 
budget by offering high-end disposables over 
real china, if needed. Your caterer’s job is to 
make your dream a reality by figuring out 
the details. Your job, then, is simply to hire an 
experienced caterer and let them get to work.

provided by Mikki Burcher, Hy-Vee Marketing Manager 
and Shan Leeper, Hy-Vee Catering Manager
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o r d e r  y o u r  c o p y  o n l i n e 
o r  p i c k  u p  a t  d i l l o n s 
a n d  b a r n e s  &  n o b l e

kansasweddingsmagazine.comkansasweddingsmagazine.com

AN INVITING ATMOSPHERE WHERE 
TIMELESS ROMANCE AND BEAUTIFUL 
SPACES COMBINE FOR WEDDINGS  
BIG AND SMALL.

CHAMPAGNE TOASTS AND CUSTOMIZED 
MENUS FOR MEALS HEARTY AND LIGHT ARE  
AVAILABLE  AT THE WEATHER ROOM, OUR IN-HOUSE 
RESTAURANT. FRIENDS AND FAMILY CAN ENJOY 
BEAUTIFUL CONTEMPORARY GUEST ROOMS AT  
SPECIAL GROUP RATES.

CYRUS HOTEL. WHERE WEDDINGS ARE MADE SPECIAL.

CONTACT AMANDA NIEMANN FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
ANIEMANN@CYRUSHOTEL.COM   |   913-370-0541
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Just as your fiancé is a compliment to 
you, your wedding band is a compliment 
to your engagement ring.  Whether your 
ring is a family heirloom or one that you 
purchased, it can be a challenge to find 
that perfect wedding band to pair with it.

Do you want your wedding band to 
hug every curve of your engagement 
ring, or do you want it to stand out on 
its own?  Do you want it to be a subtle 
enhancement to your engagement ring 
or create contrast with an extra pop of 
color? The options are endless! And, the 
good news is you’re not limited to what 
you can simply find.  The perfect match 
to your engagement ring can be custom 
made just for you!

The process of creating your one of a 
kind wedding band is fun and often 
doesn’t cost any more than a ready-made 
ring.  A talented jewelry designer will 
be able to translate your vision into a 
3D digital image using the newest CAD 
technology. From there, you will be able 
to see on screen exactly what the ring 
will look like before it is made.  You can 
even work directly with the designer to 
make adjustments or compare alternate 
options to ensure the final result is 
absolute perfection!

Once you approve the digital design, your 
ring will be 3D printed in precise detail. 

You have a 
partner, 

but does your 
engagement ring?

This life sized 3D printed model ring 
can be tried on with your engagement 
ring to ensure it is exactly what you had 
in mind.  If no changes are desired, the 
ring is then cast in the metal of your 
choice.  The freshly cast ring is cleaned, 
polished, and set with gemstones by the 
hands of an experienced jeweler.  Any 
final finishes or engravings are applied 
before the final reveal. 

The true satisfaction comes when you 
can now marry your engagement ring 
with the new custom created wedding 
band. The quality craftsmanship will 
last a lifetime and is a beautiful symbol 
of your love that you get to enjoy 
wearing every day! Talk to your jeweler 
today to start the process of making 
your dream ring a reality!

Provided by Calhoun's Jewlers
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Whether you are planning to host a small intimate rehearsal dinner, an 
elegant plate served reception or a more informal buffet style event, 

Engroff Catering can provide any level of service you require.  

Our Goal at Engroff Catering is to make your special day as memorable and 
worry free as possible. We work closely with our customers to make sure they 

get the exact menu and level of service they deserve. We provide complimentary 
tastings and we are available by phone or email to answer your questions. 

LET US BE YOUR PERSONAL CHEF.

785.478.9290 • 2127 SW Westport Drive • Topeka, KS 
www.EngroffCatering.com 

6 to 12 Months before the wedding 
 � Announce the engagement and set the date
 � Orchestrate a meeting of parents and future in-
laws

 � Discuss the budget with groom and both families
 � Reserve the ceremony site, reception site and 
officiant

 � Select members of the wedding party
 � Meet with potential wedding consultants
 � Select gown, schedule fittings
 � Interview and sign a contract with vendors, such 
as the photographer, baker, florist and caterer

 � Buy wedding insurance
 � Select bridesmaids attire
 � Add the 94.5 Country Bridal Fair 2020 to your 
calendar; January 25th - 26th.

3 to 6 Months before the 
wedding

 � Meet with the officiant to discuss the ceremony, any 
premarital counseling required and a time for the 
rehearsal

 � Meet with the musicians to select the music for the 
ceremony

 � Along with the groom’s mother, compile the guest 
list

 � Order invitations, announcements and personal 
stationery

 � Make honeymoon plans and reservations
 � Assist the groom’s family with rehearsal dinner 
plans

 � Create a wedding registry for easy gift-giving
 � Check state marriage license requirements
 � Choose and order wedding bands
 � Purchase attendants’ gifts
 � Select wedding accessories: guest book, ring 
pillow, favors and, of course, something old, 
something new, something borrowed and 
something blue

2 to 3 Months before the wedding
 � Address the invitations and announcements
 � Visit a formal wear specialist with fiance
 � Ask close friends and family who are not in the 
wedding party to do special readings during the 
ceremony

 � Plan the bridesmaids’ luncheon and bachelors’ 
dinner

 � Determine the need for baby-sitting services 
during the wedding ceremony

To-Do Timeline
 � Discuss menu details with the caterer
 � Send guests information on local accommodations
 � Arrange transportation from the ceremony to 
reception

4 to 6 Weeks before the wedding
 � Mail invitations
 � Sit for wedding portrait
 � Write thank-you notes as wedding gifts arrive
 � Have programs printed for the ceremony
 � Discuss life insurance, a will and other legal 
documents with fiance

 � Bride: Select a gift for the groom
 � Groom: Select a gift for the bride
 � Submit wedding announcements to local newspapers
 � Order the wedding cake and groom’s cake
 � With the reception in mind, enjoy dance lessons 
together

 � Choose a hairstyle that complements bridal 
headpiece and schedule time with makeup artist

7 Days before the wedding
 � Notify caterer of the final number of guests
 � Review final details with all other wedding vendors
 � Confirm honeymoon reservations and begin 
packing

 � Have gown delivered
 � Go over details with attendants, such as 
accommodations, transportation and the complete 
schedule of events

 � Confirm final rehearsal dinner arrangements
 � Along with the groom, write as many thank-you 
notes as possible before the wedding

 � Put together a “survival kit” for the ceremony with 
extra hosiery, nail polish, scissors, needle and 
thread

 � See hairstylist for a last minute trim

1 Day before the wedding
 � Greet out-of-town guests as they arrive or have 
someone meet them at the airport

 � Attend the bridesmaids’ luncheon
 � Pack everything needed for the ceremony
 � Get a massage, manicure and pedicure
 � Attend the rehearsal and rehearsal dinner
 � Exchange wedding gifts with fiance

Wedding Day
 � Send a note of heartfelt thanks to both sets of 
parents

 � Have a friend mail the wedding announcements

When to tackle every task - from setting a date to sending thank-you’s!
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7151 Berryton Road – Berryton, KS
Telephone: 785.862.1866       E-mail: roxe@cox.net

www.creeksideatberryton.com or see us on Facebook

Whether you choose to hold your event in the historic 
reception hall, the picturesque barn, the intimate, 

romantic gazebo or under the stars... 
we can customize services and pricing to meet your needs.

 
Imagine a day to remember and create the magic here!

 
Established in 1918  

Weddings held weekly April through November
Now booking for 2019 & 2020

Authentic vintage setting near Topeka 
On the Landon Trail three miles south of Lake Shawnee

CreekSide at Berryton 
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HOW DO I 
CHOOSE 

MY
WEDDING 

VENUE?
The first step is to get engaged, whether formally 
or informally depending on what you and your 
to-be spouse decide. After that, what’s next? Post 
it on social media, choose a date, create a website, 
and shout it from the rooftops, right?

Maybe, not so fast. Let’s think about a few things 
you’ll want to consider before making any big 
decisions. Ask yourself, what type of event do you 
want to hold to celebrate your future marriage, 
mesh your personal styles, and make that first 
introduction into the world as newlyweds? 

That’s a lot to think about, but it is a big decision. 
Here are a few thoughts from the experts on how 
you may want to proceed:

Decide on a budget. Is family contributing to 
your budget? Do you have money saved and set 
aside for this occasion? Financing your wedding 
is a big decision that needs to be openly dis-
cussed to manage the expectations of all parties 
involved. This is an important step for you to 
manage as the responsible adults that you are, as 
well as to protect those dreams of your perfect 
wedding day. 

What time of the year do you see yourself tying 
the knot? While you might have the perfect date 
in mind, be aware that shopping by specific date 
might narrow your options. Maybe have a season 
or month in mind for reaching out to venues, 
but be flexible on what they have available. Some 
popular times of the year book events up months 
to years in advance. That’s not to say there won’t 
be cancellations of kismet for you, our experts 
just urge you to keep an open mind. The venue 
of your dreams might have a waiting list for peak 
seasons or a spectacular deal for you in their 
offseason. You never know unless you ask (with 
an open mind, of course!)

How many guests are you anticipating? Before 
sending out an announcement, think about the 
guest list.  Then, if you’re like most of us, we can-
not invite everyone we’ve known since the 3rd 
grade. Would you invite, and pay for this guest’s 
dinner on a normal night out? If not, why would 
you invite them to one of the most special, inti-
mate days of your life? 

Another factor on the headcount is capacity at a 
venue. Some venues have a max capacity of 200 
guests, while other smaller spaces are perfect 
for your VIP list of 50 guests. Some venues have 
guest minimums during peak seasons or no guest 
minimums on Fridays or Sundays. Without this 
information, you might be at a loss when looking 
at venues. Kick off those early conversations, and 
family negotiations, by setting a guest list and 
managing expectations from the get-go. You’ll 
thank yourself later!

The headcount of your event affects the entire 
budget from which spaces you may be able to use 
at a specific venue due to capacity. But it all goes 
back to your budget. Generally, you have your 
wedding package including venue space, and basic 
needs such as tables, chairs, and linens, but that 
most likely does not include food & beverage. 

What time of day are you considering for your 
ceremony and reception? Will this be an all-day 
affair or a fabulous snappy brunch? Check with 
venues to see if they offer hourly packages with 
specific time blocks, or if you rent the venue(s) 
by the day? This will affect your decisions on the 
venue according to your budget, and with the 
venue’s policies. This information will also help 
you to decide on a two-hour heavy appetizer 
reception, or an all-nighter starting with a cock-
tail hour, followed by dinner,  and ending with a 
midnight snack. 

Are you looking for an all-inclusive venue, or do 
you want to be able to have your favorite restau-
rant cater the event? This could be one of your 
biggest factors in moving forward. Some venues 
require the use of their food & beverage services. 
A benefit to this is it’s most likely a one-stop shop 
allowing you to choose from their options that 
magically make their way to your hungry guests 
without further interaction on your part. 

Does this venue require you to bring in cater-
ing and vendors on your own? A benefit is that 
if you’re well connected, you can work your own 
magic by organizing tasty treats for your guests 
from your list of local favorites. This might re-
quire more effort on your part, but again, that’s 
all up to you and the venue you choose.

Manage your own expectations. Go for the gold, 
right? No, “the gold” will be what you make of 
it. Happiness on the day is important, but being 
happy every day after the wedding is most im-
portant. How does this affect your venue choice? 
Back to the budget, ask for wedding package 
pricing in advance. This might mean having a 

phone call or formal meeting/tour with different 
venues so they can help assess your needs to the best 
of their ability and manage your expectations on 
what they bring to the table. Trust these experts 
as they do this every day and care for each of their 
to-be-wed couples and want to help counsel them on 
their decisions. 

Lastly, but never least important, does this venue 
fit your style? Talk to your future-spouse and decide 
what vibe you want to set for your big day. Do you 
want tuxes and tail, opera gloves, and bottles of 
Dom? Do you want a cold one while jamming to 
your favorite band in your cowboy boots? Or do you 
want flip flops and a game of frisbee while smoking 
something on the grill? Decide on your style, and 
stick to your desires. 

Advice from the experts: don’t bite off more than 
you can chew. Would you try on a couture wedding 
gown knowing it costs more than rent on your apart-
ment for a quarter of a year? That’s your decision, 
but we suggest not even tempting yourself with 
champagne dreams on a perfectly-respectable craft 
beer budget. 

After you choose your lifemate, choosing your venue 
is right up there on the list of important things to set 
the tone of your wedding. Remember, these experts 
are here to help consult you! 

Provided by Anna Lane
Circles S Ranch & Country Inn
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Tel: 785-260-6772

hello@vinewoodvenue.com

2848 SE 29TH STREET | TOPEKA, KS 66605

 
3625 SW 29th St • Topeka, Kansas 66614

( 7 8 5 )  2 7 3 - 7 2 4 6

At Ediger Hearing Aid Service we understand the impact that 
losing your hearing can have on your enjoyment of life. 

We treat each patient uniquely by o�ering personalized hearing 
care that includes diagnostic evaluations, education and rehabilitation

tools to ensure the right hearing solutions are provided.

Free Consultations!

Ediger 
Hearing Aid

Service
Don’t miss the importance of hearing the vows of your daughter, son, 

granddaughter or grandson or the first dance song.

• Personalized hearing aid fittings 

• Hearing aid repairs for most major brands

• Hearing aid batteries

• Hearing awareness programs

• Continuing hearing consultations & more!

Rick & Debra Ediger
3641 SW Plass Ave.
Topeka, KS 66611

785-266-2000
www.topekahearing.com

30 Day Free Trial
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Manhattan Country Club
Let all the pieces come together at

Manhattan Country Club | 785.539.7501 | christina@themanhattancountryclub.com

Manhattan Country Club is a premiere location for wedding receptions and 
rehearsal dinners. Featuring in-house event coordinator, decor, professional 

service staff, dining options, bar and plenty of space for you and your guests.

Kansas Kiss & Tell
 LipSense by Senegence

Shana Stitt- Independent Distributor 
785-213-3145
FB-Kansas Kiss & Tell
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TOPEKA, KS

Visit the David ’s Bridal booth
to receive $50 toward the purchase

of your wedding dress.

the adventure begins

1607010_94.5_Country_Bridal_Fair_Program_Ad.indd   1 10/25/16   5:22 PM

4twotwo
by Royal Prestige

DinnerDinner

ariel@chinells.com

We design events to tell YOUR story

www.chinells.com

785-250-7081
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ally be more beneficial 
to your budget here 
as well. Oftentimes 
florists have access to 
better-quality silks (I’m 
talking the ones that 
actually look real) and 
can get them cheaper 
than you can buy them 
at the craft store. So 

yes, you may have a mom or aunt or friend of 
a friend who can put silk bouquets together 
for you, but are you really saving yourself 
money for a quality bouquet? Another ques-
tion to consider: Will you be stressed out and 
anxious about how they turn out, hurting 
someone’s feelings or that you’ll have to end 
up doing the work? The key here is to reduce 
your stress level, not increase it.

Whatever direction you choose to go for 
your wedding, whether it be fresh florals or 
something silk, chat with a florist about it 
and find out how they can help you. It’s their 
job (and most likely their passion) to know 
how to make the most out of your visions, 
ideas and budget to create the stunning wed-
ding that you’ve envisioned.

Provided by Chinell's By Ariel
Floral and Event Design

As a floral designer, you hear this di-
lemma time and time again – “I love fresh 
flowers, but they are SO expensive.” “We’re 
going to do fake flowers because they are 
so much cheaper and I know someone that 
can do them.” 

Do either of these sound like you? Let’s talk 
briefly about the pros and cons of each so 
you can make an educated decision for your 
wedding.

Fresh flowers are by far the most popular 
choice for weddings. They are classic, 
timeless and romantic and can add such a 
breathtaking element to any event. Even 
small bouquets and simple fresh floral ad-
ditions throughout a venue can set the tone 
for your décor. Of course, there are the 
unavoidable facts that some flowers are not 
always in season and they don’t last forever. 
*sigh* While there is no cure to fresh flow-
ers eventually fading away, an experienced 
florist can not only make a design for you 
with in-season blooms, but also flowers 
that hold up best. 

On a tight budget 
but still dreaming 
of fresh flowers? 
Even MORE of 
a reason to work 
with a florist! It’s a 
florist’s job to know 
which cost-effective 
flowers are good 
substitutions for the pricier picks, and how 
you can get more bang for your buck. But 
you do need to keep in mind that a florist can 
only be as creative as you allow him/her – if 
you’re not flexible with your flower choices, 
your budget needs to have some wiggle room. 
Either way, honest communication with your 
florist is key to achieving the look you’ve 
dreamed of.

Silk flowers are becoming more and more 
popular, especially among the DIY crowd. 
No need to fear wilting or what’s out of sea-
son. They are also lighter to carry than fresh 
flowers, and you won’t need to worry about 
keeping them out of water for too long. I’m 
here to dispel a common myth though…(if 
you don’t remember anything else about this 
article, please remember this)…silk flowers 
are NOT always cheaper than their fresh 
counterparts, and sometimes can be even 
MORE expensive! Something else to keep 
in mind – working with a florist could actu-

On a tight budget but still 
dreaming of fresh flowers? Even 

MORE of a reason to work with 
a florist!

Fresh vs Silk Flowers for Your Wedding:
 How Working with a Florist Can Help Either Way
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Ex�erience timeless elegance 
in a historical and unique venue 

in Downtown Topeka.

Make Your Own History...

Bridal Luncheons  |  Bachelorette Par�ies  |  Rehearsal Dinners  |  Receptions  |  Catering  |  Wedding Ceremonies

juliscoffeeandbist�o.com           110 SE 8th Ave           785-228-2001           julisorders@g�ail.com 

NEW LOOK
NEW YOU

Get fit for your big day!
Motivated trainers work with 
every class to ensure you get 

the results you’re looking for! 
11 classes daily to choose from!

5626 SW 29th Street
Topeka, KS 66614

785-408-5269
www.TopekaFitBody.com

Discover the Fitness 
Boot Camp that burns twice 

the fat & gets you fit 
& challenges you every time.

http://newlooknewyou.valentus.com/

BOOTH #R39

Cheryl Nicol
cherylmnicol@gmail.com
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•Hire a Professional There is more to 
being a DJ than just having the right gear, 
and most DJ's place advertisements in lo-
cal papers or even Craigslist, they can not 
offer the level of professionalism required 
to make your celebration a success. Check 
online business directories for professional 
DJ services, and look for a DJ with a mini-
mum of three years’ experience.

•Match the Entertainment DJ to the 
Event A lot of DJ services only specialize 
in certain areas of events. Some do only 
weddings and receptions, some do only 
corporate events, some only do children’s 
birthday parties. What you want to do is 
find the right DJ for what you are doing. 
Each specialty requires a unique set of 
skills. What works for a wedding may not 

necessarily be suitable for a 
fundraiser. When consider-
ing a professional DJ service, 
look for one that has experi-
ence with the type of event 
you are planning.

•Check Out Your DJ’s 
Website Most professional 
DJ services will at least have 
a website that you can visit. 
You can learn a lot about the 
DJ company by visiting their 
website. The more informa-
tion about the company 
the better. A badly created 
DJ website may be for an 
equally inexperienced DJ.  
As you are deciding on a DJ 
company the style and con-
tent of the website will be a 
good guide to lead you in the 
right direction! 

•Get Recommendations 
and Referrals A good DJ 
service should be able to 
provide you with customer 
endorsements and referrals 
from their former clients. 
These recommendations are 
the professional entertainer’s 
resume, and if the DJ you are 
considering can not supply 
you with satisfactory cus-
tomer endorsements it might 
be wise to interview another 
service.
•Playlist Samples The DJ 
service you are considering 

should be able to provide 
you with samples of their 
work. A good professional 
DJ will have a sample from 
previous celebrations to 
give a good idea of their 
ability to perform at the 
celebration you are wanting 
them for. A professional 
DJ should have a good list-
ing of songs and styles to 
help guide you through the 
planning process. You want 
to choose the DJ company 
that offers a full range of 
musical choices, and that is 
able to fill any specific musi-
cal requests that you may 
have.

•Cost Hiring a DJ com-
pany is much cheaper than 
a band but it is still a big 
investment, remember, you 
don’t know how bad you 
want it at your celebration 
until you do not get it. Pro-
fessional DJ companies use 
professional, quality equip-
ment, not just a modified 
home stereo. Professional 
equipment is what separates 
the professional from the 
amateur. A professional 
uses higher end, higher 
quality equipment that will 
not fail during your celebra-
tion. Cheap may save you 
money, but it may result in 
a poor performance and an 
embarrassing moment for 

you and your guest. Profes-
sionals can also trouble 
shoot when a situation 
pops up and can resolve it 
ASAP!

Again, no matter what you 
are planning, a wedding, 
a reception, a charity fund 
raiser or even a corporate 
event, hiring the right DJ 
company will be the BEST 
investment you make for 
your celebration the suc-
cess you want and the time 
you take before will save 
you the heartache of what 
happens after. The easiest 
part of your planning pro-
cess is done when you hire 
the right DJ company!

Provided by 
Andrew (DJ Drew) Walker 
Solid Rock Sound Machine

Mobile Entertainment Company

Whether you’re planning a wedding, 
an anniversary, celebration, or a business 
seminar, or even a fund raising event, the  
entertainment is a definite must to make 
the celebration a success. The best choice of 
entertainment is a professional mobile disc 
jockey. Disc Jockeys are the “go to” enter-
tainers for parties and social events for a 
number of reasons. DJ’s tend to be typically 
less expensive than a band. DJ’s tend to be a 
lot more flexible and can work  for a larger 
variety of clients. Here are some tips to fol-
low when hiring a DJ.

What to Know 
When Hiring an 

Entertainment
DJ
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PREFERRED ADVISORS TEAM

WE WANT TO HELP WITH YOUR NEXT BIG ADVENTURE...
BUYING A HOME

CONGRATS!
WE ARE SO EXCITED FOR YOU!

FREE CONSULTATION & FINANCING
Call or text us! 785-213-5188

www.preferredadvisorsteam.com

907 N Kansas Ave, Topeka

jstittphoto@gmail.com

(785) 251-3489

JESS STITT PHOTOGRAPHY

Quality a�ordable DJ services, 
based out of Topeka, KS 

servicing the greater 
NE Kansas area 

region

J'S 
DJ SERVICES 

785-260-5306

We offer a great pre-marital counseling class, 
MERGE. Perfect for seriously dating or newly 
engaged couples! We also offer pre-marital 
assessments you can take to get a deeper 

understanding of your future spouse.

Fellowship Bible Church | fbctopeka.com
6800 SW 10th Ave., Topeka, KS 66615

bfulmer@fbctopeka.com | 785.478.0002

THIS IS NOT A BED™

 It’s proven quality sleep. From $999.

Visit us at our store in Topeka, KS.  
Located at 1191 SW Wanamaker Road, on SW Wannamaker next to Academy.

6025 SW Wanamaker Road, Topeka, Kansas

(785) 215-8900

7,500 SF of Doggy Heaven.... 
Dog Boarding, Doggy Daycare, 

Grooming & Training.

tajmadog.com

www.wbanquet.com

WHERE RUSTIC MEETS ELEGANCE
IN BEAUTIFUL DOWTOWN LAWRENCE
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5200 SW 21st Street
Topeka, KS 66604
(785)272-8284
jacsliquor@gmail.com

Congratulations on your
upcoming wedding!!!

Always start with Jacs for your alcohol needs.
Big, small, it doesn’t matter. 

That’s why our experienced planners at Jacs Liquor cover
everything from “what to get” to “how much” and

“how much is it going to cost”.

With our knowledge of all things booze, Jacs Liquor
can transform your memorable day to 

less stress and more memories.

Call or reach out online for a quote
for your special day.




